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had a gentle woman's horror of riots and bloodshed, and the
conversation which took place in her little room was rather
of a domestic than a political character.    And this it was
that made her home such a pleasant one to the men who
were preparing the last great effort for the overthrow of the
French monarchy.    If Madame Roland inspired the Girondins
with a love of liberty and a longing to dethrone the proud
Marie Antoinette, it was from Lucile Desmoulins that men of
strong will and strong hand learned what was the nature of
the women for whom they were to fight in what must be a war
of life and death with the monarchy.    The main feature of
the character and ideas of the Enrages Jocobms who met in
her house, was their knowledge that things had gone too far
for any compromise.    The Feuillants hoped  that the Con-
stitution would  be   maintained, and  that   the   unpractical
notions of the Constituent Assembly would be allowed a fair
trial   The Girondins, indeed, did not wish to overthrow that
Constitution, but they wanted to establish a republic of an
ideal type upon the basis it afforded.    The extreme Jacobins,
of whom the typical friends of Lucilo Desmoulins were Robes-
pierre and Danton, were too clear-sighted not to see through
both of these fallacies.    With a people wild for Revolution,
with a constitution utterly unpractical in character, and with
foreign enemies threatening them  from  abroad, neither an
ideal powerless monarchy nor au ideal republic could by any
possibility be maintained,    Robespierre, Danton, and all the
extreme Jacobins wanted a form of government which would
work.   They knew that the war with the ancion rdgime was
one of extermination, and that it was impossible, on any basis
at which they had yet arrived, for the two parties to sit down
and shake hands with each other.  These men saw the necessity
Tor the violent measures by which they were to win their
fame arid establish their power.   They were men who did Bot
shrink from shedding blood, and they would have had the
candour to confess that thoy would rather slay other men
than l)o slain themselves.   For a moment, after the massacre
of July 17, this extreme party had been disheartened.  Danton